
 
 
 

  

Conservation Lands 

The Alachua County Forever Program is the County’s conservation land acquisition and management 

program.  It was established in 2000 after the Alachua County Forever Bond referendum was approved by 

the voters of Alachua County.  It provided $29,000,000 for the acquisition and management of 

environmentally significant lands.  Alachua County Forever has since been renewed twice through the Wild 

Spaces Public Places referenda, in 2008 when voters approved a 2-year ½-cent sales tax, and in 2016 when 

voters approved an 8-year ½-cent sales tax.  So far, the County has conserved nearly 20,000 acres and 

leveraged over 50% of the cost through partners and matching funds.  Properties acquired through the 

program are managed either in house or by partners. Partners manage 40% of the acquired properties, thus 

significantly reducing the County’s management costs.  The County manages over 12,000 acres as part of 

its system of Parks and preserves. 

 

Mission Statement 
To acquire, improve and manage environmentally significant lands 

that protect water resources, wildlife habitats, and natural areas 

suitable for resource based recreation.  

 

Vision and Values 
Alachua County Forever is a conscientious, innovative, progressive 

leader in land conservation and uses acquisition, stewardship, and 

funding development practices to preserve the environmental integrity 

of Alachua County and improve the quality of life for current and 

future generations. 

 

Objectives 

1. To be accountable to the taxpayers. 

2. To acquire the most environmentally significant habitats. 

3. To use a 'No Loss of Conservation Values' stewardship ethic. 

4. To treat partners, landowners, and sellers with respect. 

5. To leverage the County's local investment. 

6. To encourage a community land ethic. 

7. To provide safe, enjoyable, passive, nature-based recreational opportunities  

 

 Acquisition Process 

 The public nominates property to the Program using a simple one-page form. Property owners must be 

willing sellers. Condemnation of property is not permitted.  

 Projects are evaluated by staff using a 25-question matrix and presented to the Land Conservation 

Board. Criteria include water resources protection, habitat protection, species protection, social value, 

manageability, economic, and acquisition issues.  

 After reviewing the evaluation, the Land Conservation Board determines which projects to recommend 

to the County Commissioners for inclusion on the Acquisition List.  

      Parks and Conservation Lands 



 
 

 The County Commission decides which projects are placed on 

the Acquisition List.  

 Once projects are on the Acquisition List, staff negotiate to 

acquire property outright, through life estates, or conservation 

easements.  

 Offers are made based on independent, private appraisals of 

market value.  

 Millions of dollars have been provided by partner agencies, 

cities, private groups, individuals, and grants.  
 

Stewardship 
Stewardship of acquired properties begins with an in-depth assessment of existing conditions, including 

natural resources and passive recreational opportunities.  A management plan is developed that describes: 

existing and future desired condition of the natural resources; actions necessary to achieve the future 

desired condition; actions to protect cultural resources; and proposed public access and recreational 

amenities.  After a public comment period and public meeting are held to get input from neighbors, 

stakeholders and the general public, the management plan is presented to the County Commission for 

approval.  Once approved by the County Commission, staff implements the management plan through the 

following actives: prescribed burning; controlling invasive species; planting and seeding vegetation; timber 

thinning; removing solid waste; site monitoring; developing and maintaining roads, trails, and firebreaks; 

securing the site; installing and maintaining public access and recreational amenities; developing 

interpretive materials; and hosting volunteer workdays and nature walks.   The County offsets management 

costs through timber sales, cattle leases, caretaker agreements, volunteers and grants.  The County further 

protects the Alachua County Forever Properties by placing them on the Registry of Protected Places.  Once 

on the Registry, a majority vote of the electorate in a County-wide referendum is required to sell or convert 

the properties to another use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Conservation Board 
The 11 member (plus one alternate) volunteer Land Conservation Board 

is appointed by the County Commission. They review and recommend 

properties for acquisition through the Alachua County Forever Program 

to the County Commission and provide recommendations on stewardship 

issues.  They usually meet at 5:30 PM on the fourth Thursday of the 

month in the Environmental Protection Department’s Conference Room 

A (408 West University Avenue, Suite 106, Gainesville, FL 32601).  

Information about vacancies can be found on the County’s website. 

 

 



1 Applicant Information

Applicant Name:

Street Address:

City: State: FL Zip:

Phone: Fax: Email:

Applicant Signature: Date:
        /        /        

2 Property Owner Verification 3

No  Skip to #4 Yes 

4 5

Agent's name:

Street Address: Street Address:

City: State: Zip: City: State: Zip:

Phone: Fax: Phone: Fax:

Email: Email:

6 Project Information

General Location (address, intersection, etc.):

Is this a Conservation Easement or Purchase of Development Rights Projects? (please check box)

Tax Parcel Acreage (if known) : Proposed Project Acreage (if known) :

Tax Parcel Number (if known) :

Section/Township/Range (if known) :

Future Land Use Map Designation (if known) : Zoning Designation (if known) :

7 Project Description

Received by:

Time/Date Stamp

Alachua County Parks and Conservation Lands

408 West University Avenue, Suite 106, Gainesville, FL 32601

phone: (352) 264 6868   fax: (352) 264 6852

Please Return This Form to: 

Contact the Conservation Lands staff at the 

address above or by our email

Application Number

Questions?

Land  Acquisition  Project  Nomination  Form

Please Do Not Write Below This Line. Staff Use Only

Access Authorization

Please sign and date #3

http://www.alachuacountyforever.us

Owner's Authorized Agent (if applicable)

By signing below, I as the property owner, authorize County staff to access said 

property at reasonable hours and upon reasonable notice for the purpose of 

conducting such review as may be necessary to determine eligibility of the property. 

(Valid only for property owner to authorize access) 

Owner Signature: ____________________________ Date: ____/______/_____

Does the Applicant have any property ownership interest in 

the project?

(Please check one)

Property Owner Information

Owner Name:

Alachua County Forever      

Conservation Lands Program

Thank you!

Please check here if this is a multiparcel project     

(A map outlining the project area or a list of the additional parcel 

numbers would assist staff's evaluation of the project)

Describe the property's ecological significance, natural resources, scenic beauty, wildlife habitat etc.

10/2/2017













ALACHUA COUNTY 
Parks and Conservation Lands 

408 W. University Avenue, Suite 106, Gainesville, FL 32601 

Phone: 352-264-6800 

E-mail: landconservation@alachuacounty.us 

SOUTH 

TRAIL MAP 

PARTNERS IN ACQUISITION 

The 5,840-acre Barr Hammock Preserve was 

bought between 2006 & 2016. Alachua County 

provided funding from the Alachua County 

Forever Bond, and the Wild Spaces Public Places 

sales taxes. Other funding was through Florida 

Communities Trust grants, North American 

Wetland Conservation Act grants, a donation from 

the Whitehurst family, and the Southwest Florida 

Water Management District.  The preserve was 

purchased to protect, preserve and enhance the 

unique natural and cultural resources found on the 

property, to protect water resources,  and to 

provide an enjoyable and educational passive 

recreational experience. 

Alachua County Forever is a land 

conservation program that seeks to 

acquire, improve and manage 

environmentally significant lands.  

 

Florida Communities Trust is a state 

land acquisition grant program that 

provides funding to local governments 

and eligible non-profit environmental 

organizations for acquisition of 

community-based parks, open space and 

greenways that further outdoor 

recreation and natural resource 

protection needs identified in local 

government comprehensive plans.  

The Conservation Trust for 

Florida, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit land trust that  partnered 

with Alachua County in preparing 

the grant applications to acquire 

the Preserve and currently 

assists Alachua County with field 

trips and educational programs. 

www.conserveflorida.org 

PRESERVE HOURS 

“Take nothing but pictures, leave nothing  but 
footprints, kill nothing but time.” 

 Be a good neighbor to our neighbors: 

 Respect Private Property. 

 Park in the designated parking area. 

 Stay off private roads. 

 Pack out what you pack in. 

 Collecting plants, animals, artifacts or fossils 

is prohibited. 

 Leash and clean up after dogs. 

 Feeding alligators is dangerous and illegal 

(FAC 68A-25.001). 

 Help prevent erosion by staying on trails. 

 No motorized vehicles except ADA equipment. 

 Cyclists must walk bikes over bridges and 

boardwalks. 

 Visitors who remain after hours are 

trespassing. 

 Keep out of Closed Areas: they are closed for 

your safety.  

 Equestrians—Proof of negative Coggins test 

required to enter the Preserve (FAC SC—18). 

Proof subject to inspection. 

PRESERVE RULES 

 

8 AM—6 PM (Nov—April) 

8 AM—8 PM (May—Oct) 

BARR HAMMOCK 
PRESERVE 

300 SE 175TH AVE 

MICANOPY, FLORIDA 32667 

SHARING THE TRAILS 

 Follow yielding rules to 

minimize conflicts.  

 Cyclists yield to horses 

and hikers. Hikers yield to 

horses. 

 Pedestrians may use any 

marked or unmarked trail except those in 

Closed Areas.   

 Cyclists and Equestrian users must use 

designated trails. 

 A horse’s 

natural instinct is 

to be frightened 

of predators.   

 Sudden 

movements and 

noises frighten horses. 

 Announce yourself with a calm voice when 

approaching others.  

 A horse can kick its entire body length 

behind it. 

 Pass carefully 

and courteously; 

dismount your bike 

and move to the 

side to allow 

horses to pass. 

 Maintain a safe speed. 

 Do not approach alligators, snakes or wild 

hogs. 

 For your comfort and safety, wear sunscreen 

and a hat, use insect repellent, carry water 

and a trail map.  

 Under wet weather some trails are flooded. 

 Natural areas and wildlife may be hazardous. 

Use common sense and be cautious. 

 Be prepared for soft, uneven terrain  - some 

trails are maintained as firebreaks. 

 In an emergency call 911. To report an issue 

call 352-264-6800. 

ADVICE FOR THE TRAILS 

http://www.conserveflorida.org
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                                       Equestrian Trail. 
Round trip length: 4.8 miles. This trail 
traverses pinelands and oak forests. 
The route is  sandy and partially
shaded. 

Piney Woods Loop - 

                         - Cyclist Trail. Round trip from 
trailhead via the outer loop is 2.8 miles, the 
shortcut removes 0.8 miles from the trip. The 
route passes through sandhills and hardwood 
forest with views of Still Branch Creek. The 
route has sunny and shady areas, with
sandy sections (between intersections 5 and 10). 

Bayhead Trail

0 0.5 10.25 Miles °

Hammock Trail                           - Shared Trail. Round trip from the trailhead is ~ 9 miles via cycling route and ~ 8 miles via horse route. The orange 
shortcut removes about one mile from either trip.  These distances include traveling portions of the blue and yellow trail to access the
 orange trail.  This is a mostly shady trail sheltered by large old trees with wet hammock in the western portions.  Under wet
conditions, the western back roads are under water or muddy and only Main Road will be accessible. Mosquitoes may be abundant
and cellular signal is weak.     

Shortcut

Sho
rtc

ut

Trails are marked with colored blazes.  The symbol used 
designates the user group for each trail. A white halo around 
the symbol indicates a shortcut. Look for blazes at intersections.  
Intersections have numbered sign posts labeled on the map.

Finding The Way

All Users (remember yielding rules)
Equestrian and Pedestrian
Cyclist and Pedestrian
Pedestrian only

Legend
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      Trailhead

¥f¢ Bridg e

![ Overlook
$+ Intersection Number

Streams
Unmarked Roads & Firebreaks
Barr Hammock Preserve
Lake/Pond
Sw amp/Marsh

Elevation
Value

Hig h : 141.958

Low  : 56.001

                                       - North route for cyclists, south route for
equestrians. Only pedestrians have a loop: Round trip from the
trailhead via the outer loop is 4.4 miles.The shortcut removes 
0.9 miles from the trip. Bikes and horses use this trail to reach 
Hammock Loop. The cyclist trail includes a bridged crossing 
of Still Branch Creek.  The equestrian trail crosses the creek 
where swamp turns to creek. Both are partially shaded with 
variable surface. 

Still Branch Crossing
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